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SUBJECT: LUSO-SOUTH AFRICAN RELATIONS 

1. DURING PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 26 (LUANDA 0378 (NOTAL)) MIN- 
ISTER OF INTERTERRITORIAL COORDINATION ALMEIDA SANTOS WAS ASKED 
WHETHER PORTUGAL WOULD CONTINUE DIPLOMATIC AND COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA; AND WHETHER IT WOULD 
JOIN IN UN SANCTIONS AGAINST LATTER. 

2. MINISTER DID NOT REFER TO RHODESIA, BUT RE SOUTH AFRICA 

SAID PORTUGAL’S POLICIES SHOULD BE "IDEOLOGICALLY COHERENT ” TO 
THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, WITHIN LIMITS OF PRACTICALITY. HE NOTED 
PORTUGAL HAS TRADITIONALLY ENJOYED GOOD AND MUTUALLY BENEEICIAL 
RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA, AND SAID FOR PRACTICAL REASONS HE 
HOPED THESE WOULD CONTINUE IN SPITE OF DIFFERENCES OVER SOUTH 
AFRICA'S INTERNAL POLICIES. INTERNAL AFEAIRS OF RSA, HE SAID, ARE 
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MILLION MOZAMBICANS. 

2. SOUTH AFRICAN NEWSMAN ASKED WHETHER SITUATION IN MOZAMBIQUE 
MIGHT NOT DETERIORATE TO POINT WHERE IT WOULD THREATEN HIS 
COUNTRY. MINISTER REPLIED THAT BEFORE APRIL 25 MOZAMBIQUE WAS 
MUCH MORE DANGEROUS TO SOUTH AFRICA THAN NOW, SINCE NEW 
GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO ALLOW PEOPLE TO DETERMINE THEIR OWN 
FUTURE. 
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